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Ava Dejoie 
Executive Director, Louisiana Workforce Commission 

Ava Dejoie is executive director of the Louisiana Workforce Commission.  She was appointed 

by Gov. John Bel Edwards in January 2016.  As executive director, Dejoie is responsible for 

providing the strategic vision to enhance the growth of Louisiana’s economy and its workforce, 

by putting people to work in fulfilling, family-sustaining careers. The commission monitors 

employment, administers unemployment compensation and tax funds, provides training 

resources for employers and job-seekers and oversees worker compensation benefits.  The 

LWC also gathers and supplies information on the labor market and occupational sectors in 

Louisiana. 

Dejoie has more than 15 years of leadership experience in public administration and is 

passionate about finding solutions that make Louisiana an outstanding place in which to live, 

work and grow a business.  Her focus on the public policy field took root when she served as an 

intern in the office of U.S. Sen. John Breaux, D-La. 

Dejoie joined the LWC in 2012 and most recently was statewide coordinator of its Rapid 

Response Team. In this role, she directed resources to workers displaced by corporate layoffs, 

shut-downs and other job-reduction actions.  She earlier served as director of LWC special 

projects in the New Orleans area, including supervising the Avondale Employee Transition 

Center.  Dejoie’s extensive background in Louisiana workforce development includes 

experience as a business liaison for the Louisiana Department of Education. In addition, she 

served as a board member of the Louisiana Community and Technical College System from 

1998-2007. 

Dejoie also served as vice president of the Welfare to Work Partnership, a nonpartisan, 

nonprofit organization in New Orleans that provides innovative workforce solutions for 

companies through the hiring, retention and promotion of welfare recipients and other 

unemployed workers.  Dejoie supervised creation of the partnership’s law project, and was 

recognized for the accomplishment by President George W. Bush in ceremonies at the White 

House. While with the partnership, she also helped secure funding for a process technology 

laboratory at L.B. Landry High School in New Orleans.  

Dejoie is a native of New Orleans and graduate of Ursuline Academy. She holds a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in political science and government from Loyola University of New Orleans. 


